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KIEU NGUOI TRUNG NGHIA TRONG VAN HQC NHA NHO NAM BQ
NUA SAU THE KY XIX QUA TRUONG HQP PHAN THANH GIAN
TYPE OF LOYAL PEOPLE IN LITERATURE BY SOUTHERN VIETNAM’S CONFUCIAN
SCHOLARS IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE XIX CENTURY THROUGH THE CASE
OF PHAN THANH GIAN
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Tém tat - Phan Thanh Gian la mét kiéu nha nho yéu nuwéc & Nam
B nira sau thé ky XIX. Ong la tAm gwong dao dirc, mot nhan cach
cao dep v&i nhitng thang trdm, mau thuan, bé tac. Tho 6ng thé
hién ndi niém u uat trwdc thdi cude va ludn hét long vi nwéc vi dan.
bdé la hinh tuo’ng con nguw&i chinh trire, nhan nghia - mét cai téi triv
tinh giau cdm xuc, con nguoi trung nghta ludn vi nwéc, vi dan. Con
ngwoi mang tam trang mau thuan bé t&c ctia m6t nhan cach lon.
Ong la ngwdi ludn néu cao & sbng, dao dlrc, sw chinh truc, nhan
nghia va tw twdng canh tan, dong gop to Ion trong viéc ciing cb,
xay dung nén doc lap dan toc, gép phan quan trong vao sw nghlep
phat trién dat nwéc. Tho 6ng phan anh nhan cach, tw twéng cla
mat kidu nha nho chinh théng ludn ludn ndng Idng vi nwéc, vi dan.

T khoéa - Phan Thanh Gian; van hoc; nha nho; trung nghia;
Nam Bo.

1. Mé dau

X3 hoi phong kién Viét Nam nira sau thé ky XIX roi vao
khiing hoang tram trong. Tu tudng “trung quan” d khong con
nhu thoi ky trude d6. Chir “trung da mat hét y nghia, “trung
quan” mau thudn véi “ai qudc”. Nho gido day “than sy quin
di trung”, quan d4 khoéng minh thi thin kho ma c6 thé giir
1ong trung. Nha nho xem vua ciing ching ra gi, ching to chi
“trung” di mét gia tri nén c6 nhitng nha nho chéng lai vua,
nhéan dan chdng lai vua. Triéu dinh chdp nhan dau hang thi
céc nha nho tha chét chtr khong chiu mat nude, khong chiu
lam no 1&. VAn dé dat ra cho cac nha nho luc nay la bé t6i co
nhét thiét phai trung thanh nita khong? Khi dirc vua di nguoc
lai quyén lgi cia dan toc thi bé t6i phai lam sao day? Mot sb
nha nho khéng roi bo triéu dinh, dit yéu nudc 1én trén vua,
khong tudn 1énh vua. C6 nhiéu nha nho nghiéng vé tu tuong
yéu nude nhung ho ciing chua thé virt bo chit trung quan.
Ngoai mot sé ngudi chip nhan hop tac véi chinh quyén thyc
dan, ta théy mdt s6 nha nho phoé méc cho thoi thé, tim duong
tranh né dé giit khi tiét va mot sé khac cho thoi, nuéi chi dé
phuc thi. Trude van ménh dan toc, nhiéu si phu rit vé thanh
lap cac doi quan chéng gidc, cling c6 ke chay vé phan dat
con lai coa triéu dinh dé an néu chd thoi. Bén canh phan
dong si phu co6 1ong yéu nudce, 1a nhitng ké vi danh 191 quyén
tudc ma ban ré lwong tdm cho gidc. Trong bdi canh do, tu
tuong trung nghia ludn dat ra ddi véi cac nha nho Nam Bo
nira sau thé ky XIX. Theo thoi gian va bdi canh lich sir, ngi
dung cua tu twdng trung nghia c6 bién dich, dbi thay. Diéu
nay duoc thé hién rd qua sang tic ctia nha nho Phan Thanh
Gian. Ong 14 kiéu con ngudi trung nghia - mét nha nho Nam
B0 yéu nude ludn hét 1ong vi nhan dan.

Abstract - Phan Thanh Gian belonged to a type of patriotic
Confucian scholars in Southern Vietnam in the second half of the
nineteenth century. He was a moral example, a noble personality
associated with ups and downs, contradictions and deadlocks. His
poetry demontrated his speenful melancholy in the face of the
contemporary situation and his whole-hearted dedication to his
people and his country. It showed a human image of integrity and
humanity - a lyrical ego brimming with emotions, a faithful man who
always devoted himself to his people and his country, a man who
bore a contradictory mood and stalemate of a great personality. He
always upheld reasons for living, ethics, integrity, humanity and
renovation thinking, thereby making a great contribution to the
reinforcement and construction of the nation's independence in the
cause of developing the country. His poetry reflected the personality
and thoughts of a type of mainstream Confucian scholars who were
always deeply attached to his people and his country.

Key words - Phan Thanh Gian; literature; confucian scholar;
loyalty; Southern Vietnam.

2. Con nguwdi mang ning nhitng ndi niém truée thoi
cujc

Lich st Viét Nam thé ky XIX da xay ra nhiéu bién cd,
thang tram. Céc triéu dai phong kién da c6 nhimg dong gop to
16n trong viée cling ¢b va xay dyng nén doc lap dan toc va gop
phéan quan trong cho sy phat trién ctia dat nudce, nhung tir nira
sau thé ky XIX da khong con dong vai trd tich cuc tich cuc
trong viéc bao vé nén doc lap cia dan toc. Nha nho Phan
Thanh Gian rat lo léng cho van ménh cuia déan toc trudec 4m
muu xdm luoc cta thuc dan Phap. Voi tim 1ong vi dan, vi
nude, éng ludn trin trd va mong mudn chan hung dat nude
trudc sy xam lang clia ngoai bang. Puc tinh cuong tryc, sudt
doi lo cho dan cho nudc, di thé hién & phiam chiat cao dep,
tAm guong sang ctia mot nha nho yéu nudc dat Nam Ky. Ong
thé hién mot sy nhan thic siu séc trude thoi cude, voi mong
mudn 1am cho dit nude thoat khoi su lac hau. Tuy nhién, tu
tudng cia ong da khong duoc tridu dinh coi trong. N6 khién
6ng mang ning nhimg ndi niém: “Tir ngay di st Tay Kinh/
Thay viéc Au Chau phai giat minh/ Kéu ra dong bao mau thire
day/ Hét 10i nén ni ching ai tin” [3: 178].

Khi ba tinh mién Dong roi vao tay gidc va tiép d6 1a ba
tinh mién T4y, Phan Thanh Gian cang u uat hon khi phai
ching kién va thira hanh mot duong 16i sai 1am cua Tu
Prrc. N&i niém u udt ong da duoc nhan dan thau hiéu. Yéu
nu6e thuong dan nhung ong khong thé 1am trai tu tuong
trung quan. Ong nhan thiy minh c6 t6i v&i dan voi nude va
da két liéu doi minh dé bay to ndi 1ong v6i hau thé. Do 1a
mot nghia ctr cao dep, thé hién tam long trung nghia, vi
nude, vi dan. Theo ¢6 Thu tuong VO Van Kiét, “Phan
Thanh Gian van con 1a con nguoi dang kinh trong, ddng
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ton vinh, mot danh nhan cua dan tdc ta, phai coi Phan
Thanh Gian la nguoi yéu nude thuong dan, khong phan
qudc hai dan”. Ong noi: “Phan Thanh Gian la nguoi yéu
nude, thuong dén, mdt phdm cach dang kinh trong”.

3. Con ngudi chinh truc, nhin nghia - mét cai toi trir
tinh giau cam xvc

Phan Thanh Gian la nha van, nha tho 16n ctia Nam B0 va
Viét Nam duong thoi. Tac phdm cua 6ng chira dung ndi
niém u uan. Ong dé lai mot di san kha phong phi. P6 1a cac
tac pham: Lirong Khé thi thdo, Lwong Khé vin thdo, Sit
Thanh thi tdp, Ty phi nhdt ki, Udc Phu thi tdp, Tich Ung
canh ca héi tdp, Sit trinh thi tdp. Trong do, tac phim duoc
cht ¥ nhit 1a Luong Khé thi thao va Lwong Khé van thao.
Tap Licong Khé thi thio gdbm 18 quyén, v6i khoang 455 bai
tho; tap Lirong Khé vin thdo cb 3 quyén, khoang 60 bai vin
véi nhiéu thé loai nhu: biéu, s¢, ky, thu,... Qua tap Luong
Khé thi thao, ta théy su chan thanh, trung thuc cia mét con
nguoi chinh trye, nhin nghia, yéu nudc va thuong dan. Thé
gi61 tho Phan Thanh Gian chira dung mot cai toi trit tinh giau
cam xuc, yéu thuong ban be, gia dinh va lang xom. Van tho
cua 6ng phan anh chan thuc nhén cach, tu twong cua mdt nha
nho yéu nudce, thé hién tinh yéu thién nhién, dat nuée, yéu
thuong con ngudi sau sic va khong hé khuat phyc trude bon
cudp nude. Ong sang tac nhiéu trong nhitng nam di thi, di
str sang Trung Qubc, Phap. Sang tac cua Ong thé hién nhing
no1 niém cua ngudi dan mat nudce, mot bi kich ctia vi dai than
sudt dm l1an dan trong vong tréi budc cta hai chit “trung
quan”. Ong bi tréi budc boi dudng 16i “chu hoa” cua tridu
dinh véi tim trang diy mau thudin, bé tic. Bé tic trong vige
thyc thi nhiém vu chinh trj ¢ chén quan truong, 6ng mubn
quay vé& 1am ban v&i Pao Uyén Minh dé c6 thé tay sach bui
tran trén khan dau gia: “Khau vién quy ban Dao Banh Trach/
Khéng tryc trin ai 130 mach dau” (Mach liéu). Ta thay cudc
doi Phan Thanh Gian c6 nhiéu diém tuong dong véi Tang
Qudc Phién & HS Nam, Trung Qubc. Tang Qudc Phién 1a
nha van, nha tho, nha van héa 16n ctia Trung Qudc thoi can
dai, ong dong thoi 1a mot nha nho 15i lac, mot quan lai nguoi
Han tiéu biéu, ong da dé lai nhiéu tac phdm co gia tri 16n vé
nhiéu mét nhu: Tang Van Chinh Céng toan tdp (174 cudn),
Téang Vin Chinh Céng thii thuw nhdt ki (40 cudn). Phan Thanh
Gian va Tang Qudc Phién c6 tam voc 16n, ¢6 anh hudng tim
qudc gia nhung bi danh gia mot cach thiéu cong bang trong
thoi gian dai. Tuy nhién, nhung ho van sdng trong 1ong nhan
dan vi su chinh tryc, nhan nghia, hét long vi nude, vi dan.

Mang tim trang u budn noi dat khach, 6ng chi mudn
quay vé phuong Nam xa diéu voi, tré vé voi dong qué dé
s6m hom hau ha cha gia, bén canh ban tri am dé xudng hoa
tho van hon 1a tham gia vao triéu chinh. Néi nhu Cao Ty
Thanh: “cai s6 phan nhiéu cay dang ma it vinh quang”: *
Phan Thanh Gian da chét bon lan. Lan thir nhat 1a Phan
uéng thudc doc ty tir. LAn tht hai, Phan bj thuc dan 4m
sat... Lan tht ba, Phan bi tridu dinh Ty Dic buc tir v6i ban
an “truy doat tAt ca chie ham, duc tén trong bia Tién si, gitt
mai cai an tram giam hau”. Lén tht tu... nén st hoc...
duong thoi da xir tr 6ng, gy ra mot cong an dau 1ong khién
nhing tri thirc duong thoi nhu Ca Van Thinh day dut va
cac chinh khach nhu V6 Van Kiét hién nay tran trg...” [6].
Nam 1836, trong buc s¢ can vua Minh Mang ngu gia
Quang Binh, 6ng viét: “Ha than 1a ké gitr dat, chin dan, goi

dtrc vua, khong lam cho dan dugc hanh phuc, that 1a c6
t0i... ha than xin bé ha dinh chi ngy gi4 doi dén troi dat khi
hoa, mia duoc dan no. Xin bé ha thAm xét” [6]. Ong 14 vi
quan thanh liém, dao dirc, moi sy nghi suy déu vi dan, vi
nude: “Lo ndi nude kia con phién bién/ Thuong bé dan no
cudc giao chinh” [2: 851]. Nhiéu nha nho nghia khi dé chia
s& cung 6ng ndi niém dy. Nguyén Thong nhiéu 1an dé xuat
nhiing viéc c6 loi cho dan nhung vua khong nghe va ciing
t6 ra chan nan, ndi u uat cia 6ng ciing bdc 16 ra 101 tho mot
céch budn ba: “Phu tung vo dia tan co cau” (Pi lang thang
chua tim dugc noi nao dé giai mdi sau). Hodc: “Ngi cing
né ty 1am héc tiéu!” (T6i nay gip budc duong cing, khong
thé tranh dugc sy cudi ché cua nui khe) [5: 76-77]. C6 luc
ong khong tranh khoi bi quan, chan nan khi dbi mat véi
nhiing cau hdéi mang y nghia cuia thoi dai: “Bao thud dem
vé co nhat thong?” (Phan Vin Tri), “Bao gid nhat nguyét
vay guong sang/ Bon bién au ca hiép mot nha” (Nguyén
Dinh Chiéu),... Hiéu ndi niém ctia ong, con ngudi ong,
Nguyén Pinh Chiéu di bay to thai do thuong tiéc va tran
trong khi nghe tin Phan Thanh Gian mat: “Minh sinh chin
chir 10ng son tac/ Troi dét tir ray méc gio thu” [4: 282].

4. Con ngwoi trung nghia luén vi nwée, vi dan

Trong cudc ddi lam quan, Phan Thanh Gian cam thiy then
vi chua 1am dugce gi cho qué huong, 6ng ging stc trau doi, tu
dudng dao dirc va luon ban khoan vé ganh nang ng nudc, on
vua ma nghi dén su béo dap. Trong bai Trii triee, dng bay to:

“Qudc an ha ty sing tham bao/ Doc y nguy lan toa tich duong”

[2: 353]. On cua vua khong biét 1am thé nao dé dén dap cho
xumng dang, ng01 mdt minh tya lan can dudi anh chiéu ta ma
ngadm nghi vé minh. O bai Pang Bdo Pinh don, dng bay to:
“Ngoc Quan man dao lao déau bat/ Bach thu truong kham béo
qudc 4n” (Dung ngodi but luan ban dén viée ra bién ai/ Pau bac
van con ¢ thé bao dap on nudc) [2: 359]. Long yéu nudc cua
Phan Thanh Gian luc nao cting gan v6i tinh thuong yéu dan
nghéo. Trong bai Tong qudn, dng ndi vé ndi khd cua dan hai
huyén nhu sau: “Ai thir nhi huyén dan/ Hudéng chuyén diéc
lao lyc/ Thu quy thude vii lao/ Son khé thdm du mac” (That
thuong cho dan hai huyén nay/ Khé cuc vi chuyén van luong
thao/ Muia thu 1a mua muwa lyt/ Puong nui nhiéu sudi khe rat
x0i xa cach trd) [2: 246]. Tam long 6ng luén nghi vé nhan dén,
quan tAm dén ndi kho ctia dan trude thién tai khic nghiét. Ong
khong ngi dugc khi thiy nhan dan d6i kho: “Bat nguyét
thugng viém nhiét/ Nam mau khat du ba/ Tiét hau tuy nién di/
Tinh than van khi hoa/ Trung da chinh doc khoi/ Kiéu thu
vong minh ha/ Vi van dong thién t&/ Hoan khung phong vii
da” (Thu da doc khoi) [2: 574]. Thang tdm troi con nong,
rudng ddng kho thiéu nudc, thoi tiét mdi ndm mdi khéc. Le
tudn hoan chuyén van nén giita dém mot minh thirc giac,
ngéng dau trong troi dat, thiy may chuyén dong khap troi, lai
so' mua to, gio 16n. N&i niém cua Phan Thanh Gian cang ngay
cang thém chét chira, khi phai d6i mét vi sy phire tap ciia thoi
cudc ma danh bt lyc. Diéu d6 khién 6ng cam thay xot xa:
“Lam trd on vua dén ng nudc/ Panh cam ganh ning rudi
dudng xa/ Lén ghénh, xudng thac thuong con tré/ Vuot bién,
tréo non cam phan gia/ Ciing tudng mot 10i an bén ¢5i/ Nao
hay ba tinh lai chau ba!” (Viéc nudc khong thanh) [3: 264].

Viéc danh gia Phan Thanh Gian con nhiéu y kién khac
biét, tham chi mau thudn. Tuy nhién, diéu ma nhiéu nguoi
da nhan ra 6 con ngudi 6ng 1a nhan cach, nghia khi cua mot
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nha nho Nam B, va tim long dbi véi dan véi nude. Subt
doi 1am quan, 6ng thé hién mot nhan cach 16n, mot tim
nhin xa rong véi tu tedng canh tan dat nuée. Ong da duge
nhan déan ca nuéc nédi chung va nhan dan Vinh Long, Bén
Tre, qué huong noi riéng, ton tho: “Phan Thanh Gian la
mot nguoi yéu nude, thuong dan ma lo khong tron bon
phén, cu da ty 1am ban an cho chinh minh: d¢ la cai chét.
Mot cude doi thanh sach, that dang dé lai guong soi cho
hau thé...” [6]. Phan Thanh Gian la nha tri thirc, 1ong 6ng
ludn mang nang nhirng ndi niém vi nugce, vi dan nhung da
roi vao bé tic, bét luc. D6 ciing 12 bé tic ciia ca mot thé hé
nha nho. Ong duoc ngudi doi kinh trong vi tinh cuwong truc,
thanh liém. N&i niém cia 6ng da dwoc ngudi doi thau hiéu,
tAm long 6ng van sang ciing non song dat nudc.

5. Con ngwdi mang tim trang mau thuin, bé tic cia
mdt nhan cach lén

Phan Thanh Gian lam quan cac triéu Minh Mang, Triéu
Thi, Ty Dtic. Ttr ndm 1826 - 1867, qua it nhét 58 chirc vu 16n
nho, 6ng khong vi chire tude, bong 16c, khong hé ‘ham mudn
cao sang danh vong. Ong lam quan v6i mong muon lam thay
d6i cude séng khdn khd ctia dan nghéo. Ong song mdt cude
ddi thanh bach, voi nha tranh, vach 14. Vua Tu Duc da két toi
ong hét sirc phi 1y va lich sir nhat thoi danh gia that bat cong
nén Phan Thanh Gian d tuin tiét (01/08/1867), sau 17 ngay
nhin an. Trudce sy chimg kién cua gia dinh, 6ng dd hudng vé
phuong Bic lay vua nam lay rdi binh tinh mugn chén thude
doc két liéu doi minh. Puong thoi dd miy ai hiéu duoc ong,
nguoi da khong tiéc mang song cta minh dé bay to sy tan
trung voi triéu dinh? Cai chét ctia Phan Thanh Gian 1a cai chét
ctia Iong qua cam, khong tham sng so chét va khong hé nhu
nhugc. Nguyén Dinh Chiéu d danh gia Phan Thanh Gian rat
cao: “Lich sir tam triéu doc khiét than” (Mot nguoi timg trai
ba triéu vua duy nhit con trong sach) [4: 39]. Ong mat di
nhung nhan dan Nam B6 van ton tho 6ng, c6 nhiing danh gia
cao va x6a cho 6ng tdi oan “ban nudc”.

Phan Thanh Gian d lai nhiéu tac phém thudc céac thé loai
khéc nhau. Qua tho vin ctia 6ng chiing ta nhan thay: “mdt con
ngudi cuong truc, khang khai, hiéu nghia, thanh liém va dugc
nguoi doi xung tung”. “Phan Thanh gian con 1a nha tho, nha
van, mot hoc gia uyén bac da dé lai nhiéu tac phém lam phong
phti cho kho tang van hién ciia nude nha” [2: 6]. Tho vin Phan
Thanh Gian thé hién nhitng bon ba trong sudt cudc doi lam
quan, tir ltic di thi, ttr biét gia dinh ra kinh d6 cho bd dung lam
quan. Nhing sang tac trong lic 1am quan cho ta thiy Phan
Thanh Gian da trai qua nhiéu thing tram trong cudc doi. C6
khi 1a khoc ban, thé hién ndi niém trong lac lam nhi¢m vy,
sang tac trong lic di str... Nhiing sang tac iy da cho thiy, &
ong c6 mot tim hon tho, mot tai nang van chuong da dang.
Nha tho ndi tiéng dwong thoi Nguyén Mién Tham cho ring,
ong da: “quan triét dao 1y, tu dudng dirc hanh”, “miét mai niu
str s6i kinh, bac ¢ théng kim, hiéu siu van luat”, nén vin
chuong cta ong: “cdu chir rat thanh cao, bai ndo ciing trau
chudt, nhu gi6 cudn, tuyét bay, nhu 1iu hoa ciu ngoc”, “tir tho
cao siéu nhu Vuong Duy, Manh Hao Nhién séng lai; ngdn
ngit sic sao nhu cac 6ng DS Phu, Han Dii thud nao; c6 khi
ngu tu tudng sau sac nhu tho Khuat Nguyén, ¢6 khi tya Trang
Sinh cudn cudn 10i tho, phong ting...” [2: 15]. Poc tho vin

Phan Thanh Gian, ta lun gip nhimg ndi niém trin tr&, nhu:
“Ly nhan chinh khd nhu nién da/ Thu da ha kham canh nhi
nién” (Xa nha dém kho twa ndm/ Lam sao chiu ndi da hai nim
rdi!) (Trirtich) [2: 109]. “Truong Giang hao hao trong vo han/
Nhit phién c¢6 pham ha xtr qui” (Ménh méng song rong khong
bor bén/ Budn cdi mot manh biét vé& dau!) (Van diéu) [2: 16].

Nbi nlem tha huong thuong gy cho nha tho nhiéu tm sy, khi
nhé vé qué huong, vé gia dinh trong mdi chuyén di xa. C6 khi
1énh dénh trén bién, khi muon canh, mwon nguoi xa xtr dé g
tam sy rat kho noi ciia minh. Khi qua song Sa Ha, bui cudn va
gi6 lanh 1am nha tho bdc bach: “So quy tai cong nghié¢p/ Khoi
vi du lich da?”” (Piéu quy nhét 1a & sy nghiép/ Chtr ddu phai &
chd du lich nhiéu) (Qua Sa Ha) [2: 503]. Nha tho da thé hién
chi ctia minh khi qua cira quan Vi Thing, nha tho khéng dinh
rang: “Ho thi nhan do trang/ Ha tu truéng vién du...” (Chi
tang bong van manh/ Dau phai s dudng xa) [2: 18], t(n ghénh
Ngil Hiém, nho M3 Vién, nha tho cam thay noi kho khén cta
mot bé t6i trung thanh: “Thao thao sam khau twong ha chi?”
(Nhao nhao miéng ludi giém pha, khi ndo mdi ng6t?) [2: 18].
Va roi, mot cau hoi ngan nam cr day dit noi nha tho: “Thién
nién thi phi gian/ Thity nang khau chan dé?”” (Ngan nim dang
hay sai/ Ai biét tim chan Iy?) [2: 18].

6. Két luan

Phan Thanh Gian - mot kiéu nha nho trung nghia Nam
B ludn mang ning nhimg ndi niém trudc thoi cude, mot
con ngudi cuong tryc, nghia khi giau xac cam, hét long vi
nuéce, vi dan. Ong mang mot tim trang mau thuin, bé tic
ctia mét nhan cach lon. Nguoi doi sau lat lai nhiing trang tho
cta 6ng mai thay 13 nhitng noi long sau kin trude thoi cude
ong, tu hao vé 6ng, mot danh si dat Nam Bo thoi can dai.
Vin tho 6ng phan anh nhan cach, tu tuong ciia mot nha nho
chinh thong lu6n ludn nang long vi nudc, vi dan. DA hon thé
ky nay, 6ng luén dugc nhan dan Nam B¢ noi riéng, nhan dan
ca nudc ndéi chung ngudng md nhan cach va tu tuong. Lich
sir da c6 cai nhin cong bang hon vé 6ng, khong ai xem Phan
Thanh Gian 1a mot ké phan boi, dau hang hay ban nudc.
Ngudi doi sau hiéu hon vé cai chét ciia Phan Thanh Gian -
s Iya chon cua mot kiéu con nguoi trung nghia, chép nhan
cai chét dé nguoi khac dugc song. Nguoi Nam Bo rat ty hao
vé ong, mot nho st méau myc hiém c6 trong giai doan suy tan
ctia ché d6 thoi phong kién Viét Nam.
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