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NGO THi NHAM VA TRIET LY NHAN SINH
NGO THI NHAM AND HIS HUMAN LIFE PHILOSOPHY

Trin Ngoc Anh
Truong Dai hoc Kinh té, Pai hoc Pa Nadng; tranngocanhdhdn@yahoo.com.vn

Toém tat - Ngd Thi Nham 1a mot nha hoat dong chinh tri 16i lac, mot
nha tw twdng I&n cla Viét Nam th0| ky bién loan lich st ntra cubi
thé ky XVIIl. O Ngé Thi Nham ndi lén tw twdng nhap thé tich cuc
gan lién vai triét ly nhan sinh cé y nghia phwong phap luan triét
hoc. D6 Ia triét ly xtr thé “dung ly”, “hop thoi”, “phai nghia” — triét ly
da gitip 6ng c6 nhirng quyét dinh chinh tri diing cdm va sang subt
trén co s& nhan ré thoi thé va dai nghia dan toc, 14y loi ich cla
nhan dan, dat nwéc lam co sé.

Twr khéa - Ngd Thi Nham; triét ly; thoi thé; trung nghia; dan toc;
lich str.

1. Pit van dé

Ngd Thi Nham 1a mot nhan vat lich sir néi bat cia thoi
ky bién loan lich st ntra cubi thé ky XVIII. Cudc doi thing
tram, day song gi6 ctia Ngd Thi Nham duong nhién khong
thé khong chi phéi nhitng ching dudng tu tuong va triét Iy
nhan sinh cta ong. C6 thé chia cudc doi Ngé Thi Nham
thanh ba thoi ky: Thoi ky 1am quan cho Lé - Trinh; Thoi ky
lanh nan va phuc vu cho Tay Son; Thoi ky that sing vé tri si
va lap ra Tric Lam thién vién. P6 14 nhitng budc ngodt khac
nhau trong cudc doi Ngo Thi Nham, dong thoi ciing 1a nhirng
giai doan chuyén bién, nhiing chiang dudng tu twdng quan
trong cta ong — mot danh si thoi bién loan. So vé6i duong
thoi, Ngo Thi Nham ndi bat & cach xu thé khac nguoi nhung
lai cyc ky diing cam va sang subt, v6i nhitng quyét dinh
chinh tri ¢c6 anh hudng 16n téi thoi cude va dong chay cua
lich sir dan toc. Dé giai ma hién twong Ngo Thi Nham, khong
thé khong nghién ctru triét 1y nhan sinh ciia 6ng.

2. Danbh si thoi bién loan

Ng6 Thi Nham (1746-1803) sinh ra trong mot gia dinh
c6 truyén thong khoa ctr va chiu anh huong sau sic ciia gia
dinh va dong ho. Tuy sdng trong canh ban han, nhung voi
truyén thong khoa bang ciia dong ho Ngb Thi, cing véi
nhiing 18 thoi ¢b dinh cua lich sir x3 hoi dwong thoi, nén
duong doi va tién dd, sy nghiép cua Ngo Thi Nham dudng
nhu da duoc dinh trude: hoc hanh (dé tich luy kién thire), thi
ctr (dé dd dat) va 1am quan (dé thi th tai nang va lam nén su
nghiép). Chi hudng ctua Ngo Thi Nham, ngay tir budi thiéu
thoi, ciing di thé hién rd diéu do. Chinh Ngd Thi Nham, khi
dén tudi duoc dit tén, da tu lva chon cho minh tén tu 1a Hy
Doan, véi ham y “nhan lam theo 6ng Y Doan” - mdt nhan
vat tiéu biéu cho 1y twong “nhéap thé hanh dao”, pho vua gitp
nudc va dé lai sy nghiép 16n trong lich str thoi An Thuong.
Sach Manh Ttr, thién Van chuong, goi Y Doan 1a “thanh chi
nham”, nghia 1a bac thanh vé ganh vac viéc doi, voi phuong
cham “tri diéc tién, loan diéc tién” (thdi tri hay loan déu géng
strc ra tay). Phai ching Ng6 Thi Nham, du séng trong thoi
loan lac, nhung da rAt s6m nudi chi 16n “lam theo Y Doan”?

Abstract - Ngo Thi Nham is a prominent political activist, a great
thinker of Vietnam in a period of historical upheaval in the second
half of the eighteenth century. Ngo Thi Nham is characterized by
his ideology to positively enter into life, which is closely attached to
his human life philosophy, which has philosophical methodology
significance. It is a conduct philosophy based on “rationality”,
“trendiness” and “reasonableness" - the one that helped him make
brave and wise political decisions based on his profound
understanding of the times and of the great national cause for the
sake of his people and his country.

Key words - Ngo Thi Nham; philosophy; the times; loyalty; nation;
history

Thoi ky 1am quan v6i triéu dinh Lé - Trinh, thoi cude
chua 1am cho Ngé Thi Nham phai suy nghi nhiéu vé chit
trung, chir nghia. Cai lam ong khac biét véi cac nha nho
tham chinh dwong thoi, 1a dirc liém khiét, 12 1ong yéu nude
thuong dan, 1& quyét tim cach tan ché do trén co s¢ “khoan
thu stre dan”, “lay dan lam gbc”. Tt nhién, trong hoan canh
thdi nat cua vuong tridu phong kién lic bay gio, Ngo Thi
Nham vira mudn bao vé ché do Lé - Trinh, lai vira mudn
“khoan strc cho dan” 1a diéu khong twéng. Ngo Thi Nham
duong nhu da thay rd hién tugng “vua hén chiia manh”,
“chtia hon, than ninh” 1a nguyén nhan cua hoa loan nuéce
nha va khing dinh: “Tén chi cua sach Xuan Thu cbt dé t6
rd dao 16n vua, cha, xdy dung nghia 16n troi dét. Chinh 1a
nghia troi khong c6 hai mit troi, dit khong c6 hai vua, nha
khong c6 hai chu, tén khong c6 hai bac, moi sy moi vat déu
phai co gbe r& vay” [1].

Nhiing ndm lanh nan sau vu 4n ndm Canh Ty la nhiing
nam tu tudng “hanh, tang, xuét, xir” cua Ng6 Thi Nham
chuyén huéng dan dan ting bude. Ong dd suy nghiém
nhiéu vé co nghiép suy tan cua nha Lé - Trinh va bat dau
huéng vé “ngon gi6 troi Nam”. Sy kién Tay Son ra Bic
Ha, “phu Lé diét Trinh” va théng tay dep cac loan than nhu
Nguyén Hiru Chinh, Vii Van Nham di tac dong manh mé
dén Ngo Thi Nham va hoan tat qua trinh chuyén hudéng tu
tuéng cua 6ng. Trong khi gi6i s phu Bic Ha ~duong thoi
mét phuong huéng song va hanh dong, da s6 khong thé
thoat khoi vong day xiéng xich cta “ngu trung”, Ngd Thi
Nham, ngay tir dau, da dat khoat lya chon con duong di
v6i Tay Son. TAm véc cao ctia Ngd Thi Nham trude hét 1a
& con mit nhin dung chd dung va hudng di ctia ngudi tri
thirc chan chinh trong bdi canh lich st dﬁy bién loan. Cudc
gap g0 gitra Quang Trung va Ngo6 Thi Nham, vi vay, 1a mot
gap go ky di¢u, nhu 161 tho ctia Ngé Thi Nham - “troi xui
hao kiét két thanh chan tay”, gitta ngudi anh hing dan toc
kiét xuét véi ngudi tri thire 18i lac cia thoi dai.

Nhitng nam lam quan, phuc vu dudi triéu dai Téay Son
ctia Quang Trung - Nguyén Hué (1788-1792) l1a thoi ky dic
¥ nhat trong cudc doi Ngd Thi Nham. Dén vé6i phong trao
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Tay Son, Ngo Thi Nham, ngay lap tirc di c6 dip thi tho tai
nang. Trude sy xam lugc b at nhu nude v& bd cia 29 van
quan Thanh tran vao nudc ta, Ngoé Thi Nham da hién ké
“nuéc ¢ Tam Diép”, tao co hdi cho Quang Trung - Nguyén
Hué mé& cude hanh binh than tdc, dai pha quan Thanh vao
muia xuan Ky Dau (1789) lich sir. Sau dai thang quan Thanh,
Ng6 Thi Nham dugc vua Quang Trung giao trong trach cung
lo viéc Béc Ha va dic trach viéc giao thiép voi Trung Qudc.
Véi 1ong yéu nudc va tai ning 16i lac ctia minh, Ngo Thi
Nham da khong phu long uy thac ciia Quang Trung, da hoan
thanh xuét sic nhiém vy “khéo 16 18 méi dep ndi viéc binh
dao”, bang cudc d4u tranh vira kién quyét vira mém déo trén
mat tran ngoai giao. Nho do, nha Thanh khong nhiing phéi
hiy bo viéc dong binh chin tinh tinh chuyén tra thu, ma con
phai chinh thte thira nhan tinh chinh théng ctia vuong triéu
Tay Son va bii bo 1& “diic ngudi vang dem tién cong”. Pugc
Quang Trung tin dung, Ngd Thi Nham con thuong xuyén ra
Béc vao Nam, giup vua Quang Trung thao sdc 1énh, dinh
chinh sach, ciing ¢ va phat trién dit nudc, thoa chi “nhan
lam theo Y Doan” cua 6ng.

Nhitng nam cubi doi, trong thé bi ¢o lap gitra triéu dinh
ngay cang suy sup ctia Tay Son, sau ci chét dot ngot khong
gi bu bap duoc cia Quang Trung, Ngd Thi Nham van kién
cudng lam viéc. Mac du bi that sung, 1¢ loi “nhu bong nhan
¢6 don” va nhiéu ban bé dong liéu da bi quan, chan nan,
mudn roi bé nha Tay Son, nhung Ngd Thi Nhiam van cuong
quyét khong roi bo vi tri chién dau cua minh. Ong 1am tho
khuyén ban 14 Phan Huy ich: “Long chta cau hién bao 4i mo,
bon minh gdp hoi ha roi xa?... Khuyén ban ddng liéu, hoa
diém toéc, mat hoa nao sanh chiéc traim hoa!” [2]. V& phan
minh, Ng6 Thi Nham van kién dinh trong gian kho. Ong ty
vi minh véi cay thong, dii don 1¢, van viing vang trudc phong
ba, suong tuyét: “Stng simng than don trong gia lanh. .. Coi
khinh suong tuyét thuong tin chic. Chang chiu nghéo so von
tinh troi”. Ngay ca khi dugc triéu dinh Tay Son cho vé tri i,
budc phai xa roi hoat dong chinh tri, Ngo Thi Nham van tim
cach lam viéc, van khong ngimg quan tam téi thoi cude va
vAn ménh cua dit nude. Ong lap ra Thién vién Trac Lam va
quay sang nghién ctru viét sach vé Phat hoc. Ong da ké thira
tinh than nhap thé tich cuc cua thién hoc Trac Lam doi Tran,
mot thién hoc Viét Nam lu6n luén két hop chat chg giira tinh
than dao 1y vai tinh than dan toc. Thién hoc Ngo Thi Nham
1a thién hoc ciia mdt con ngudi luén ludn néng long yéu
nudc, yéu doi, xa than, nhap thé. Béi thé, song trong thién
vién Trac lam ¢ phuong Bich Cau thanh Thang Long, Ngo
Thi Nham van khong ngimg quan tim t61 thoi cudce, van mot
10ng tin twéng vao van ménh twong lai tot dep ctia nude nha:
“Tir doi nha Téng dén nay, song Hoang Ha trd lung vé phia
bic, 6m lay phuong nam, ma phong khi ciia nuéc Viét ta lai
ung voi diéu d6, thanh danh van vt rat la thinh vuong, chéc
13 sép c6 mot co hoi 1on™ [3, tr. 180].

3. Triét Iy xir thé: “Ping Iy, “Hop thoi”, “Phai nghia”
3.1. Quan niém vé “Ping Ly”

Ngd Thi Nham la mot trong hoc gia duong thoi cod y
thirc xay dung cho minh mét phuong phap luén phu hop voi
thue té lich str. Rai rac trong toan b cac trude tac cua Ngo
Thi Nham, c6 thé thiy 6ng quan tim va suy nghi dén mot
sO van dé triét hoc, lay d6 lam nén tang cho nhimg tu tuéng

chinh tri, nhimg quan niém vé nhan sinh va phuong cham
xir thé ctia 6ng. Mot trong nhiing van dé triét hoc ma Ngb
Thi Nham tép trung suy nghi 1a pham tru Ly. La mét nha
chinh tri ham hoat dong, Ngo Thi Nham suy tu nhiéu vé
“ly” cha yéu véi tur cich la dao Iy, véi cach hiéu chii dao la
quy ludt, nham soi sang thoi thé va lam co sé Iy ludn cho
phwong cham hanh dong va thai do vng xur cua minh trade
nhitng su bién xa hoi qua phurc tap va mau le. Trude hét,
chiu anh huong cua quan diém 1y hoc Tong Nho, Ng6 Thi
Nham ciing cho rang, “ly” co nguon goc tu thai cyc, “Iy”
bao trim toan bo thé gidi, ch1 phéi sy van  dong, bién hod
cla troi déat va van vat va “suy rdng ra, tat ca cac su vat
khong cai gi 1a khong co dao ly”. V&i Ngo Thi Nham, “ly”
thuong duoc giai thich cu thé, c6 tinh khach quan, phan anh
két qua cuia s quan sat thé gidi, su suy tu, chiém nghiém
clia riéng 6ng. Tu twdng nay dac biét thé hién 16 trong Trdc
Lam tong chi nguyén thanh. Khi tra 161 cau hoi “Nha Nho
noi Ly. Vay thé nao la Ly?”, Ng6 Thi Nhém da giai dap:
“Ly nhu cac thé, cai dét cia cay”, “Ban tinh cta Ly 1a ¢6
ngang, chéch, co cong, thing nhu cai thé cua cdy... mdi vat
déu c6 thién tinh ty nhién cia no, do d6 noi theo Ly ma
khong thong thi tr¢ thanh ngung tré” [3, tr. 62-63]. Cach noi
ctia Ngd Thi Nham c6 thé lién twong: khi ché cay, néu biét
dugc thd va dét cia né va ché dao theo dung thé ciia no thi
cong viée sé troi chay dé dang. Nhu vay, trong moi viéc,
néu niam duoc Ly, 1am theo Ly 4t s& thanh cong.

Khong chi vay, Ngd Thi Nham, tir sy quan sat, nhin nhan
tinh té vé thé giéi, con di dén quan niém dic sic vé tinh phé
bién va tinh dic thi ciia Ly. D6 1a tr tuong vé “Iy thuan” v
“ly nghich”. “Ngua gap dudng phang di bon bon. Gbc cay
chang chit bira khong ra ... Pudng phang 1a ngya thuan Ly,
gocran 1a cay nghich Ly, Ly ¢6 thuén, nghich, cho nén ngudi
khong chip trudc (cdu né) thi khong bat budc phai noi theo
Ly...Cay trac thi ngon & trén, d6 1a Ly tw nhién. Dén nhu
chat trac lam gy, tay cam déng gbe, thi ngon lai tré xudng
dudi, 4y 1a Ly chang, phi Ly chang?” [3, tr. 62-63]. Duong
nhu Ngé Thi Nhdm da tién gan dén quan diém “chén ly 1a
cu thé”, mic du 6 ong khong dua ra dugc ménh dé mang tinh
khai quat. Ngé Thi Nham hiéu 16 “Iy thuan” 1a phd bién,
thong thuong, d& nhén thirc, boi vy ong rit chii y dén “Iy
nghich”, dén cac sy vét va tinh thé phat trién mot cach dic
bi¢t. Phai chang, do ciing 1a mét co so ly luan quan trong
hinh thanh nén phuong cham xir thé “dung 1y cia ong?

3.2. Quan niém vé “ Hop thoi”

Khai niém thoi vén duge ban nhidu trong triét hoc
phuong Dong & mdi quan hé gitra thoi va thé, thoi va ngudi,
thoi va ménh. Trong lich st tu tudng Viét Nam, trudc Ngo
Thi Nham, Trin Qudc Tuin thuong nhan manh dén tu tuéng
“tuy thoi” va doi hoi ngudi 1am tuéng phai biét “xem xét
quyén bién nhu dénh cd vay, tuy thoi ma lam”. Sau Tran
Qudc Tuén, Nguyén Trii ciing ban nhidu dén thoi véi y
nghia thoi co, thoi vin ma con nguoi khong duoc bo 16:
“Kinh dich 384 hao ma c6t yéu la & chit Thoi, cho nén ngudi
quén tir theo Thoi thong bién, nghia chit thoi to tat thay! ...
thoi ! thoi ! Thue khong nén 167 [4]. Ng6 Thi Nham da ké
thira va phat trién nhiing quan niém tich cyuc vé thoi ciia Tran
Qudc Tuin va Nguyen Trai. Trong tu tuong Ngd Thi Nham,

“thot” ¢o vai tro rdt quan trong doi voi van ménh cia mot
thoi dai, nam dwoc “thoi” va hanh dong theo “thoi” thi triéu
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dai noi lén va hung thinh. Ngo Thi Nham cho ring, “trong
dao khong c6 gi 16n bang ¥, trong y khong c6 gi 16n bang
van. Troi ¢6 van cua troi, thanh hién c6 van cta thanh hién”.
Khoéng chi nhdn manh vai trd cia “thdi” trong hoat dong ciia
con nguoi, Ng6 Thi Nham con néu lén tu tudng quan trong:
“dao c6 thay dbi, thoi ¢ bién thong” va dat no trong dong
chay lién tuc cua lich sti, trong su mat, con, thinh, suy cua
cac triéu dai. Tir d6, Ngoé Thi Nham di dén tu tuong con
ngudi phai thay dbi theo “thdi”, phai tuy “thoi”: “Iya theo
thoi ma bién hoa, banh xe, hon dan, tuy luc téi lui”, “doi
ding thi 1am, doi bo thi vé 4n, ra hay an, néi hay im, déu boi
hiéu thong thoi van” [5].

Phai chang, tir nhitng nguyén tic nhén thirc va xir Iy vé
“thoi” nhu trén ma Ngo Thi Nham da xir thé kip thoi trong
nhiéu tinh hudng va cach xir tri d6 c6 khi khac ngudi, ong
cling khong vi thé ma an nan, hdi han ? Phai chéng, cling vi
thé ma Ng6 Thi Nham luén ludn to ra la nguoi diing cam
nhét, dam vuot 1én nhitng gido diéu quen thude, truyén thong
dé chu dong nhap cudc theo trao luu tién bo cua lich su?
3.3. Quan niém vé “Phii nghia”

Triét 1y hanh dong cia Ngo Thi Nham khong chi dwa
trén co s “dung Ly”, “hop thoi” ma con phéi phu hop véi
dao nghia. D6 1a quan niém vé trung nghia mot cach sang
sudt, nhan 16 thoi thé va dai nghia déan toc, 1ay loi ich cua
nhan dan, dit nude 1am co so. Ngd Thi Nham cé cach giai
quyét doc déo va tich cuc vé mdi quan hé giira danh loi va
dai nghia. Ong chi chip nhan thir cong danh c¢6 danh dy,
ma danh dy theo quan niém ciia 6ng, gén lién voi dao nghia
lam ngudi. Voi Ngo Thi Nham, nghia rat quan trong, boi
theo Ong, “phuong phap quan trong nhat dé that chat long
nguoi, khong c6 gi sau sic bang nghia, khong ¢ gi nong
can bang loi”. Ngo Thi Nham thay rd, nghia va lgi thudng
d6i 1ap voi nhau nhu dwong va am, con nguoi doi thi
thuong chay theo 1oi, va d6 1a ngudn gbc cua tai hoa. Ong
so sanh: “Duong 1a nghia, am 1a 101, loi di theo &m cling
nhu cay di theo gio, rat d& dang vay. .. tir trén dén dudi déu
cham chii vao loi thi roi con tir chbi didu gi ma khong lam”
[6, tr. 176-177]. Han 1a tir cudc sdng truong doi ma ong da
trai nghiém, tir strc manh bang hoai ghé gém cta long tham
loi trong xa hoi phong kién thoi ky suy mat, da khién cho
Ng6 Thi Nham phai bat 1én tiéng kéu than: “Than 6i! Long
tham loi tuy nho, nhung d6t ca mot canh ddng, tir mot ddm
lira”, “Thanh nhan rat ghét ké chi tham lgi ma quén nghia. ..
nguoi quan tir nghiém chinh vé nghia khong toan tinh vé
loi” [6, tr. 176-177]. Diéu lam Ngo Thi Nham phai quan
tam suy nghi 1a van dé “nghia” ctia ngudi 1am bé t6i. Theo
6ng, nghia d6i voi bé t6i 1a phai trung vua, nhung phai thi

hanh phén su mot cach sang sudt, quyén bién: “bay toi tho
vua khong diéu gi kho bang vé luc gap canh nguy hiém lién
hy sinh, ma lai khong c6 diéu gi kho bang dem 1& phai ma
ngédn ngtra sy hy sinh” [6, tr. 180]. Trong cudc doi minh,
Ng6 Thi Nham da hanh xir vé& “nghia” dung theo tinh thdn
quan diém 4y va du cho cudc doi ong vi thé ma thang trim,
ta thay 6ng khong hé day dut, hdi han.

Dén day, c6 thé thiy nhan sinh quan va triét 1y xir thé
cua Ngb Thi Nham dugc xay dung dua trén phuong phap
luan triét hoc nhét dinh. D6 1a triét 1y xir thé ludn ludn lay
“Iy” dé soi “thoi thé” va gan lién thoi thé “voi nghia”.
Nguyén tic séng va hanh dong ciia Ngo Thi nham 1a: diing
“Iy”, hop “thoi”, phai “nghia”. Theo Ngo Thi Nham, chi
¢6 thuan véi “ly”, hop véi “thoi”, véi dao nghia, ciing tirc
la thuan v&i ménh troi va long nguoi thi méi cd thé 1am nén
nghiép 16n. Con néu hanh dong nguoc voi “ly”, trai “thoi”
thi khac chi “trong luc séng nude gam gao ma lai doi phai
ra strc boi 16i khong ké t6i minh, d6 1a dem diéu khong
mudn 1am va khong thé lam doi hoi & ké si can hau, ha
chang phai 1a mo ho 1am sao” [9].

4. Két luan

Cudc doi Ngbd Thi Nham la cudc doi ciia mot tri thuc
phong kién, c6 thang trdm, c6 thanh bai, nhung 6ng la
nguoi khong dau hang trude “sé phan” ma ludén tim moi
cach thich tng v6i thuc tai, cai bién thuc tai thong qua nd
luc chi quan véi 1ong kién dinh hiém thay. D6 1a bai hoc
dang dé hau thé ghi nhan va suy ngam. Boi tri thire thoi ky
nao ciing la lyc lwgng miii nhon trong linh vyc nhan thirc
khoa hoc va tu duy 1y luan cia dan toc. C6 thé khang dinh,
diéu quan trong nhat ddi v6i ngudi tri thire 14 phai ludn luon
gan minh v6i dong chay cua thoi dai, phai thire thoi, sang
sudt, nhan 6 xu thé lich st tat yéu cua dan toc va gop phan
dinh huéng ding dan cho sy phat trién ctia dat nudc. Ngd
Thi Nham that ximg dang 1 mot trong nhimng tim guong
sang vé dao 1am nguoi trong l4u dai cac danh nhan cua lich
str dan toc ma lich str mai mai vinh danh.
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