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Abstract - Vietnamese literature in the postwar era (1975- 1985) 
is a special stage-the continuation phase in many ways and many 
innovative features based on both new perceptions and new 
inspiration to create signs of significant changes of the literature. 
Image of the soldier remains the central figure of literary portraits, 
but this image was different from that in the previous period. Prose 
in postwar approached the soldier character as a personality 
structure to explore the lively nature and their authenticity. Looking 
through the war in both directions, in the dark and in the light, in the 
victory, the hardship, and sacrifice, prose in the period of 1975-
1985 helps the reader to look further into two wars of our nation. 
New awareness of the war helps us to understand more about the 
past, to cherish the present and think about the future, about the 
responsibility of each individual to the country and nation. 
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1. Background 

The period of ten years after 1975 is a silent period, a 

quiet note in Vietnam literature but it makes a connection 

and development of the previous period and the following 

period after 1975. Vietnamese literature in the postwar era 

(1975- 1985) was a special stage, the continuation phase in 

many ways, many innovative features based on both new 

perceptions and new inspiration to create signs of 

significant changes of the literature. Image of soldier 

remains the central figure of literary portraits, but this 

image was different from that in the previous period. It is 

not considered humans as the perfect realization of the 

revolution, prose in the post-war period with the change in 

concept, has looked into the human and the character of 

soldier to explore the lively nature and their authenticity. 

Beside ideal human community, prose about war in the 

period of 1975 - 1985 has seen a human as an vivid and 

complex individual.The blend between the general and the 

particular, between communities and individuals in 

humans have shown the first change in the conception of 

the human art of prose in this period. 

2. Image of soldiers in Vietnamese prose in the period 

of 1975 - 1985 

Prose about war after war has recreated the beautiful 

spirit portraits of soldiers. Characters in Dat trang (Nguyen 

Trong Oanh), Trong con gio loc (Khuat Quang Thuy), 

Nang dong bang (Chu Lai), Nam 1975, ho da song nhu the 

(Nguyen Tri Huan), Mien chay (Nguyen Minh Chau), Dat 

mien dong (Nam Ha), Bien goi (Ho Phuong)... are the 

typical image of the people of Vietnamese during the war: 

courageous to overcome all difficulties, hardship, sacrifice, 

ready to dedicate and devote themselves to a single ideal: 

independence - freedom - national reunification. The 

generation of successive soldiers stand and fight, patiently 

center themselves to the last campaign, they have 

contributed to the history. 

Dat mien dong is the epic novel of Nam Ha, has built a 

monumental paintings of different campaigns: the struggle 

on the road 13 to protect strategic areas Tau O, Phuoc Long 

campaign and Ho Chi Minh campaign - the liberation of 

Saigon. With honest and comprehensive look, with the 

experience of the soldiers, Nam Ha vividly reflected the 

biggest events on the south eastern battlefield on the last 

days of prolonged resistance of the nation. Reading Dat 

mien dong, the reader will not forget the heroic sacrifice of 

so many soldiers, including the team leader, Binh. With his 

death, in his backpack, there were a lot of packages of soil 

of the places which he went through (alluvial soil of the 

Red River, hilly soil of Vinh Linh, soil of road 9 Trung 

Lao, soil of Tay Nguyen, soil of road 13 in the East 

South...). Perhaps, Binh will continue to keep them in his 

backpack, will love and keep all the package of land which 

he will go through. Binh sacrificed when he had not 

finished his wishes. And his teammates, brave soldiers who 

will replace him to continue to preserve the native land. 

Because "the soil package manifested the homeland love, 

expressed the will and determination to liberate the South 

for the reunification of the nation and expressed spirit of 

proletarian internationalism" [1] of them. 

Echoes of epic still dominate postwar prose in building 

character. Characters of the soldier are still the ideal model 

of the human community that is reflected in the size of the 

fight, the desire of dedication and consecration. Shown up 

in the post-war prose pages is still a "youth... caught in the 

fiery atmosphere of struggle" [2]. They fought with lofty 

ideals "unification is above all, on love, on the sacrifice, on 

death" [3] with confidence pride, deep belief in the future, 

with aspirations of selflessness, sacrifice, acceptance of 

unknown but significant death... Despite facing danger, 

challenges and enemies, the soldiers do not surrender, they 

consistently fight until the last breath. They all know how 

beautiful and proud delirium! Portrait of soldiers were 

shown up haughtily and majesticly, the face of age showed 

up breezy optimism. 

On the "small and lonely ship, exploration and opening 

up new avenues in the vast, strange and turbulent sea, 

stormy and rolling between the pavilion surrounded by 

enemies" [4], the naval soldiers has overcome many dangers, 

confronted and fought with the enemy, self-destroyed the 

ship, washed ashore, hunger, distract, bloodshed... there was 

rediscovered team, but has once again team permanently 

located in a forest corner or in deep ocean floor forever... 

Consistent will and absolute loyalty helped them to have 

power to overcome the challenges that seem 

insurmountable. "Who dares to make war has turned people 

into animals? No! ... We go to war, war liberated the sacred, 

for the time we have been pushed under the ends of pain and 
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misery, but obviously we still are the Men - Men of 

capitalization, the most beautiful "[5]. The presence of the 

brave naval – the hero in the sea is the "contributions and 

sacrifices of those who are secretly loyal to the nation in the 

vast and catastrophic seas" [5]. 

Looming in lyrical and romantic pages of Do Chu [6] 

is the sparkling beauty of the soldiers. That beauty shines 

on the front lines, in arduous and challenging front (the 

brave and silent sacrifice of the naval, the tenacity singing 

bringing power to the soldiers of the small and calm singers 

– Trung du) and more persistent than in the work of nation-

building (generosity of a brave soldier, brave to the other 

side of the battle lines – Ngon lua, burning dream of 

building new houses of Nghia – Mot nguoi linh tro ve, 

faithful and merciful gratitude of Nhuan – Dat bai...). Do 

Chu's short story is simple and gentle but remains a golden 

faith in good nature of the soldier. 

Writing about the war, the writer focused on exploiting 

the emotional highs and lows of the soldiers, the friends - 

comrades, love... The bright emotions still attached the 

private one in great common ones of nation... that motivate 

soldiers to fight. The most touchy and valuable for soldiers 

is probably the camaraderie. This sacred emotion help 

strangers into a unity, love to overcome all hardships and 

sacrifices, even willing to sacrifice his life for the team. 

Reality in the war, the camaraderie passed everthing and 

touched the human heart. It is the story of a whirlwinds 

platoon, lightning speed operation at night with the weight 

on his shoulders but was determined not to let the wounded 

comrades stay (Trong con gio loc). In Nang dong bang of 

Chu Lai, the sapper soldiers, Toan, did not want to be the 

burden to teammates when he was injured, had committed 

suicide by a grenade. There may be somewhat negative in 

the selection of Toan but it is freed (when he knew he could 

not survive with very severe wounds), is lessening the 

burden on the team, because the front is still tough and 

fierce. Despite the dangers, Linh was working down the 

flood to rescue Nam Thuy because of the camaraderie. 

Although captain Vu was in most dangerous 

circumstances, he did not abandon their comrades in the 

forest, he was determined to find sailors; when they died, 

there were no conditions for burial, he used the leaves to 

cover his teammate (Bien goi)... Deeply understanding the 

meaning of comradeship, the soldier's comrades can stir 

emotion, flutter of veterans when prompted on the 

battlefield and teammates. The war was over for almost 

half a century but the spiritual emotions still beats in the 

hearts of the soldiers who had been on birth and death. That 

emotion have strong ability to inspire generations to be 

born in peace. In our opinion, it is one of the most valuable 

things that post-war prose brings to the reader. 

Besides, image of people was real and faithful description 

in the civil and military life. The officers and soldiers of the 

loyal people were determined to cling on to his beloved land: 

Hai Cho mother, Mr Hai Tru, Sau Dan, Tam Kinh (Dat trang), 

Em mother (Mien chay)... The US lights of Hai Cho have 

become a familiar image, was the heart of soul of every 

soldiers of regiment 16; this lights also helped a wrong and 

astray man, Luu, to return to the regiment... It was also a solid 

rear of the soldiers: the wife, the mother of soldiers that 

usually was under pressure: the separation and risk of fate but 

a faithful heart, staggering sacrifice and endurance. The 

soldiers in the war was from the house - there's love, family 

love, home and country love that are being trampled by 

enemies. They will fight to protect the sacred sentiments. The 

fire from the beloved houses of the soldiers contribute to the 

flame of the country love... (Lua tu nhung ngoi nha). Prose in 

the postwar continue to exploit community human but besides 

that, we saw humans in rich and complex individuals. 

Characters of Dat trang, Mien chay, Nam 1975 ho da song 

nhu the, Song voi thoi gian hai chieu, Trong con gio loc ... just 

as the community human to think and act according to the 

ideal, both as complex individual human that have 

multidimension. Image of humans in the post-war prose is still 

the man to represent beauty of this era, crystallized essence 

and mettle of community with beautiful qualities. However, 

in the post-war prose, besides the exploitation of human 

beings in terms of the citizens, have the exploitation of human 

individuals, with their own problems. That is the tragedy of 

the soldier's own life, is the fate and life scenarios which are 

sometimes very ironic and circumstancial; the challenge 

seemed to be insurmountable, or their thoughts or concerns 

when they entered the war, even hesitation, calculation and 

fear... All these manifestations are described clearly, and 

highlighted the image of humans in the war, it is the whole 

person, real people, and not the people "is a bath in an 

atmosphere of wealth coincide" (N.Nikulin) as in literature in 

thirty years of war. 

In 1945-1975 prose, the reader remember the resistance 

of the nation with the outstanding people: Mrs Ut Tich 

(Nguoi me cam sung), Nguyen Van Troi (Song nhu anh), 

Mrs Su (Hon dat), the hero Nup (Dat nuoc dung len)..., 

with beautiful and romantic love as legend of Nguyet - Lam 

(Manh trang cuoi rung), with images of Highlands humans 

who suffered pain but were resilient (Rung xa nu)... The 

loss and grief is the foundation for soaring up wills and 

power of people. After 1975, the literature seemed to fall 

back. Wide campaign and the long war with many 

difficulties, hardships, with a lot of loss, sacrifice were 

openned in the readers’ eyes... On his way, the soldiers 

faced many difficulties and challenges. War means 

destruction. Every soldier must also be prepared to face 

death, the pain may occur at any time with himself and his 

relatives. US bombs that were thrown at school made 

nearly a hundred teachers and students be killed and 

injured, there were some children whose bodies were not 

found (Dat mien dong). A battle claimed the life of 20 - 

year - man (that man has not known his father and his father 

does not know whether his child is a boy or a girl); his 

reunion with his father after more than twenty years of 

separation was the first meeting, which was also the last 

meeting (Trong con gio loc); with each new ship 

embarking on the confidential journey, full of hardship and 

danger by unequal combatant, the soldiers in zero ship 

were willing to accept death when necessary to protect the 

streets of Ho Chi Minh on the sea, a lot of soldiers who 

died heroically in this thorough battle (Bien goi).... 

However, the loss and grief does not deter people. 
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National strength is still shining. The forests and the streets 

were plowed and burned by bombs but were still bright with 

willpower and optimism. The country love, desire of 

freedom, the camaraderie, the military and civilian and 

couple love... were intertwined, adding strength to fight and 

more motivation to help the soldier standing on the front line 

to protect each land piece of the homeland. The heroic 

soldier still highlighted from the heroic qualities: strong will, 

tenacy, absolute loyalty, bravery, sacrifice... Image of brave 

whirlwind platoon, the sapper soldiers, reconnaissance, 

liaison, guerrillas, the naval... whether they were primary or 

secondary character, whether they appeared more or less... 

all were sparkling beauty of the Vietnam people during the 

war. The collective strength that was reproduced from the 

heroic warrior is the reason why a small nation can defeat 

powerful, wild and brutal enemies. 

3. Conclusion 

In the arduous and fierce struggle, every person must 

be willing to sacrifice himself, forget his personal fate to 

fight for the fate of the people and communities. Prose in 

the period of 1945 - 1975 described it deeply. It continues 

to write about patriotism and the sacrifice of soldiers. 

When entering battle, the soldiers felt "something epic... 

but throbbing" [8] in their hearts. But besides blue tone of 

epic, prose in postwar era has deeply looked at the two 

sides of war. Human fate during and after the war became 

the central issue of the postwar prose writing about war. 

That's a difference of prose in the period of 1975-1985 

compared to that before 1975, that is the first step to change 

the concept of human reality and prose in the renovation 

period. 

Looking through the war in both directions, in the dark 

and in the light, in the victory, hardship, and sacrifice, 

prose in the period of 1975-1985 has opened a "new way 

of turning on the mile-long war" (Nguyen Hoa) and helps 

the reader to look further into two wars of our nation. The 

fight was filled with not only glory but also loss, sacrifice, 

bitterness, sweetness, the bright love, beautiful but also 

attempts vile, noble qualities and also mediocre desires.... 

New awareness of the war helps us to understand more 

about the past, to cherish the present and think about the 

future, about the responsibility of each individual to the 

country and nation. In this way, literature has done its 

functions properly: lead the human to the destination of 

truth, kindness and beauty. 
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