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Abstract - The “Introduction” section in research papers in recent
decades have attracted the attention of some famous linguists
(Swales 1981, 1990; Zappen 1983; Anthony 1999; Samraj 2002).
However, in Vietnam little information on this issue has been
introduced. This paper presents the moves, steps and patterns of
an important model which is called a “Create A Research Space”
model - CARS (Swales, 1990) through the examination of a
selection of 60 Introductions of English Linguistics Papers (IELPs).
The aim of the paper is to investigate and analyse Swales’ CARS
model to discover the patterns used in the introductions. The study
has discovered 7 patterns with different frequencies of occurrence.
We hope that the findings of this study can be applied in writing
introductions for research papers in linguistics.
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moves; discourse analysis

1. Rationale

Academic writings are pieces of writing composed for
academic purposes for the study and distribution of
knowledge of a particular subject or a field. In recent
decades, there have been a large number of studies on
English academic writings. The research paper is one of the
most important types of English academic writing, and
usually includes different sections (introduction, methods,
results, discussion section). The section Introduction of a
research paper has attracted the attention of some famous
linguists (Swales 1981,1990; Swales & Najjar 1987;
Anthony 1999; Samraj 2002). This paper presents and
analyzes the "Create A Research Space” model called the
"CARS" developed by Swales (1990). The purpose of this
paper is to discover the patterns employed in IELPs and
provide teachers and students majoring in linguistics with
some essential knowledge about the moves and patterns
used for the introductions in research papers.

2. Theoretical Background

2.1. Definitions of Terms

- Paper is an academic article about a particular subject
that is written by and for specialists.

- Linguistics paper is an academic article on a branch
of linguistics published in a book or a journal.

- Introduction is the introductory section of a research
paper. Apart from the “abstract”, an introduction is the
beginning of an article and is typically followed by other
sections namely methods, result, discussion and
conclusion. Introduction serves the purpose of leading the
reader from a general subject area to a particular field of
research.

- The Introduction in linguistics papers states the aim

Tém tét - Trong nhirng thap nién gan day, phan “mé dau” trong
bai bao nghién ctru khoa hoc da thu hit sy quan tdm cta cac nha
ngdn ngl hoc ndi tiéng (Swales 1981, 1990; Swales & Najjar 1987;
Anthony 1999; Samraj 2002). Tuy nhién, & Viét Nam, van dé& nay
hién van chwa dwoc dé cap nhiéu. Bai viét nay trinh bay cac phan
doan (moves) va mé hinh (patterns) dwoc trich dan tir 60 phan “mé
dau” cla céc bai bao ngdn ngir hoc bang tiéng Anh (60 IELPS).
Muc dich cla bai viét Ia nghién cru va phan tich md hinh CARS
clia Swales (1990) nhdm phat hién ra cac mé hinh (patterns) khac
nhau trong phan “mé& dau” cla bai bao. Nghién clru nay da phat
hién 7 md hinh vé&i cac tan sb xuét hién khac nhau. Chung t6i hy
vong két qua nghién cru nay cé thé dwoc (rng dung dé viét phan
“mé dau” bai bao khoa hoc trong linh vuc ngén ngir.

Tir khéa - bai bao ngdn ngir hoc; phan mé dau; mé hinh CARS; phan
doan; dién ngén

and indicates why the subject of the paper is worth writing
about and tells the reader what aspects the authors intend
to investigate as well as what will be left out. The
introduction ensures that the title of the paper reflects its
aim and scope in linguistic areas .

- Move, in Swales’ viewpoint (2000:35), is “a
functional term that refers to a defined and bounded
communicative act that is designed to contribute to one
main communicative objective, that of the whole text”.

2.2. CARs Model in Introductions
2.2.1. John Swales and his CARS Model

Born in 1938 in United Kingdom, John Swales is
a linguist best known for his work on genre analysis,
particularly with regard to its application to the fields
of rhetoric, discourse analysis, English for Academic
Purposes and information science. He is a professor
Emeritus of Linguistics. In 1990, he identified a model
describing how reseachers “Create a Research Space”
(“CARS”) in the introductions to the research papers.
Swales’” works (1981, 1990) have had the most significant
influence on studies on introductions. Swales (1981) found
a consistent pattern in the introductions in four-move
structure in 48 English research articles of the hard
sciences, the social sciences and the life and health
sciences. Many studies have employed Swales’ move
analysis to examine the rhetorical structure of introductions
(Lopez, 1982; Crookes, 1986; Swales and Najjar, 1987).
Swales (1990) modified the four-move model. He
subsumed move 2 (literature review) under move 1
(establishing the field) and the model became a three-move
model instead of four. Anthony (1999) applied Swales’
CARS model (1990) to a description of the structure of
introductions in software engineering. His results
demonstrated that the model described the main frame of




THE UNIVERSITY OF DANANG, JOURNAL OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, NO. 6(79).2014, VOL. 2 71

the introductions, but there were a number of features
which were not accounted.

In this paper, we applied this model to discover the
patterns of introductions of research papers in the field of
linguistics. This model has had influence on the teaching
of academic writing. A move-based approach has been
used for the analysis of the research paper, e.g abstract
(Salager-Meyer, 1992), methods (Wood, 1982), results
(Brett, 1994; Williams, 1999), discussion (Hopkins &
Dudley-Evans, 1988) and the problem-solution model
(Zappen, 1985).

The moves and steps, as Swales (1990) put them, could
be achieved by a word, a phrase, a clause, a sentence, or a
paragraph used in a certain context to achieve the goals of
discourse. This paper is based on the framework of Swales
(1990) as “layout” of introductions through the moves.

Move 1. Establishing a Territory

Step 1. Claiming centrality and/or

Step 2. Making topic generalizations and/or
Step 3. Reviewing items of previous research

Move 2. Establishing a Niche
Step 1.A. Counter-claiming or
Step 1.B. Indicating a gap or
Step 1.C. Question-raising or
Step 1.D. Continuing a tradition

Move 3.
Step 1.A. Outlining purposes or

Occupying the Niche

Step 1.B. Announcing present research
Step 2. Announcing principle findings
Step 3. Indicating research structure

Figure 1. CARS model for article introductions [7, p.141]

2.2.2.  Description of a CARs model in introductions

Move 1: Establishing a Territory. Territory is an area
of interest, knowledge, etc. or a subject to study.

This move is to establish the present research, with the

The second step is making a topic generalization, state
of knowledge, practice or phenomenon. Swales (1990)
claims that this step can take a variety of forms.

The third step is reviewing items from previous
researches. Here, the writers need to relate what has been
found (or claimed) with who had found it (or claimed it).

Move 2: Establishing a Niche. Niche means a space or
shallow recess.

This move has a function to connect to move 1. The
writers try to claim a “niche” or a space for their research
via one of the following steps:

Step 1A: Counter claiming. This step shows that the
previous research is not correct and creates a niche for the
present research to substitute the previous claims or
findings.

Step 1B: Indicating a gap. This step shows that the
previous literature has a gap which would be occupied by
the present research.

Step 1C: Question-raising. This step challenges certain
claims in the previous studies or merely asks questions
related.

Step 1D: Continuing a tradition. The aim of this step is
to show that the niche is not about challenging any part of
the previous research but rather building on it.

Move 3: Occupying the Niche. This move is to
indicate that the author wants to fill the gap or answer the
questions presented before in Move 2. It consists of the
following steps:

Step 1A — Outlining purposes. The writers introduce
their solution to the problem described in Move 2 by stating
the main purpose or aim of the study.

Step 1B — Announcing the present research. The
writers describe the aims in terms of what the research
focuses on.

Step 2 - Announcing principle findings.This step is
dependent to some extent on the specifics of the field.

Step 3 - Indicating research article structure. It is found
to be rare in the corpora analyzed by Swales.

first step coming at the outset of the introduction. The 4 63]Below is an example of “introduction”. [3, p. 435 -
writers want to state that the topic of the research is useful,
important, etc.
Table 1. An example of introduction
This paper presents a comprehensive study of the phonology and morphology ... behavior in its
Move 3 | prosodic morphology. STEP 1B
Move 1 Tohono O’odham (formerly know as Papago) is a Uto-Aztecan language spoken in Southern
ove Arizona and Mexico. STEP 2
Rhythm in Tohono O’odham is trochaic, analyzed as a quantity-insensitive a left-headed system
with foot, the syllabic trochee (i.e., Fitzgerald 2002a). STEP 3
Move 2 However, the quantity-sensitive behavior surfaces in a number of ways in the language’s
prosodic morphology, typically enhancing the initial syllable, which carries primary stress. STEP 1B
These patterns in Tohono O’odham are important not only for ... without considering prosodic ~ STEP 1
Move 1 | morphology, with the exception of minimal word patterns.
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Prosodic consistency in languages has been documented; for example, Hayes (1995: 103) analyzes
Pintupi (ISO code: piu), a Pama-Nyungan language of Australia... and Gordon (1999/2006), as
well as work in generative meter on how focusing the prosodyof language dictates the shape of
he meter (Hanson and Kiparsky 1996 and Gloston and Riad 2000). STEP 3
Move 2 Tohono O’odham presents a novel case, however, of a languge where the role of quantity can be
neatly separated in terms of rhythm versus prosodic morphology. STEP 1B
This paper documents the phenomena that bear on the issue ... a quantity-insensitive stress
system coupled with a quantity-sensitive prosodic morphology. STEP 1B
Here I argue for three specific points. First, there is ... main stress falls. Finally, it expands our understanding
of the moraic inconsistency of languages, adding to the constellation of quantitative
Move 3 | features already documented in this literature, in the work of Gordon (1999/2000). STEP 2
Section 2 considers prosodic morphology and rhythm in the contex..., while the fourth section
presents ... examining quantity-sensitive behavior, drawing in part on data from prosodic
morphology. Section 5 concludes the paper and presents ... STEP 3

3. Methodology

This study adopts descriptive and analytic methods in
that moves are drawn from repeated observation of the data
sources.

Four criteria to select samples have been established: 1-
the samples have to be introductions, 2-they have to
contain in /inguistics papers, 3- the introductions must be
500 words in length on average, 4- the sources from which
the samples are picked up have to be reliable.

With such set criteria, 60 [ELPs from International
Journal of American Linguistics have been collected to
build up the corpus. All these introductions are in lingistics
papers published from 2009 to 2013.

The analysis was conducted in three stages. The first
stage was a quick reading of the whole article to construct
a brief summary of contents. The second stage of analysis
concentrated on the introductions. The table with all the
moves and steps of the CARS model was developed. The
third stage included analysing and calculating the instances
of the realisation of the moves and steps and discovering
their patterns.

4. Findings and discussion

The results show that only four of 60 IELPs fully fit the
CARS model (1-2-3 move model). The main problems are
concerned with move 1 and move 2. Most of the IELPs
completely fit move 1 because all the IELPs establish the
significance of the research fields in terms of real world
situations (Swales, 1990). A few IELPs do not include
move 2 - establishing a niche. However, most of the IELPs
include move 3, announcing what the study is about or
what the purposes are.(see Table 2).

Move 1: Establishing a Territory

Step 1: Claiming Centrality. This step aims to persuade
readers about the importance of the field of study by
indicating the significance of the general research area and
implies that the present work is crucial and interesting in
some respects. This ratio was 3.8 % (27out of 60
introductions). For example:

(1). A number of languages around the world have
tense system that sensitive to degrees of remoteness in the
past or future. Several languages of the American South
also have metrical tense systems, though they differ in the
number of distinctions. [4, p.43]

This step, in fact, is a very necessary one in move 1.

Step 2: Making Topic Generalizations. In the data, this
step was used by most authors, for example:

(2). Tohono O’odham (formerly know as Papago) is a
Uto-Aztecan language spoken in Southern Arizona and
Mexico. [3, p.435]

Step 3: Reviewing items of previous research. The
previous research had an initial place, for example:

(3). Rhythm in Tohono O’odham is trochaic, analyzed
as a quantity-insensitive a left-headed system with foot,
the syllabic trochee. (i.e., Fitzgerald 2002a).  [3, p.435]

Move 2: Establishing a Niche

Step 1A: Counter Claiming. None of the authors of the
IELPs claimed that the previous work is misguided.

Step 1B: Indicating a Gap. This step indicates that the
previous work suffered from some limitations, which is the
most preferred way of establishing a niche in the research,
for example:

(4). However, the quantity-sensitive behavior surfaces
in_a number of ways in the language’s prosodic
morphology, typically enhancing the initial syllable, which
carries primary stress. [3, p. 436]

Step 1C: Question-raising. In the IELPs, there were
some objects of research articles defined by asking an
indirect question to which the answer is known, for
example:

(5). The first—order parameter used in the taxonomy is
whether _or not the semantic actant... (as Wwith
applicatives). [2, p. 533]

Step 1D: Continuing a tradition. Sometimes the author
expresses some interests to know more about the
mentioned topic, for example:
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(6). Our study of the person paradigm across Baja
varieties is not vet complete, but according to Hinton ang
Langdon (1976), the paradigm ...that for Jamul (although
Miller [2001] did find some variation in the first person
subject prefixes across Jamul speakers). [4, p.43]

According to Swales (1990: 159), there is a strong link
between move 2 and move 3, whenever a niche is created
with the help of a move 2, it is followed by a move 3.

Move 3: Occuping the Niche

In the final move, Swales uses in his CARS model
which indicates the contents and the purposes of the paper
in relation to the background information and main issue is
occupying the niche.

Step 1A: Outlining Purposes. This step is the second
most important in move 3 in the IELPs, for example:

(7). This study also seeks to give some typological
perspective to current debates in Salishhan studies-in
particular, the status of valency-increasers as inflectional
or derivational. [2, p.533]

Step 1B: Announcing Present Research. In move 3,
Step 1B announces the scope of the methodology of the
study. It was also the most frequent step in move 3 in
IELPs, for example:

(8). This paper presents a comprehensive study of the
phonology and morphology ... behavior in its prosodic
morphology. [3, p-435]

Step 2: Announcing Principal Findings. This step
indicates the results obtained or gives an overall summary
of the findings by the use of this step. However, only a few
of the IELPs’ authors used it. For example:

(9). Here I argue for three specific points. First, there
is .. main stress falls. Finally, it expands our

understanding of the moraic inconsistency of languages, ...
work of Gordon (1999/2000). [3, p.436]

Step 3: Indicating Research Article Structure. In the
last step of Move 3, authors usually explain the structure of
their study. For example:

(10.) Section 2 considers prosodic morphology and
rhythm in the contex..., while the fourth section presents ...
examining quantity-sensitive behavior, drawing in part on
data from prosodic morphology. Section 5 concludes the
paper and presents... [3, p.436]

In addition to these, the data showed that there were
some forms which could not be categorised into any step
of the model. In this study, there were 4 moves outside the
parameters of CARS model found. The analysis of the 25
sentences that realized this function were labelled as M-0
and shown as the same in the Table 2 and Figure 2.
Example: (11) The overall picture that emerges if of a
carefully and cleverly crafted system that attest to the
substantial intellectual powers of its linguisticly untrained
inventor. [4, p.44]

It may be speculated that the writers' knowledge of
writing practices in their discourse community resulted in
a deficiency of control over their writing. In the following
section, some conclusions will be stated.

Table 2. Frequency of occurrence of each move and step

in IELPs
Moves Instances Number Percentage
of IELPs in IELPs
M1 -
Establishing
a territory
S1 43 27 3.8%
S2 509 60 44.8%
S3 271 60 23.9%
71.5%
M2 -
Establishing
a niche
S1A 0 0 0%
S1B 109 55 9.6%
S1C 14 8 1.2%
S1D 11 6 1.0%
11.8%
M3 -
Occupying
the niche
S1A 55 43 4.9%
S1B 88 49 7.7%
S2 3 3 0,3%
S3 7 7 0,6%
13.5%
Unlabelled
moves
M-0 25 4 2.2%
2.2%
TOTAL 1135 60 100%

The figures in Table 2 show that the steps that realised
move | are in close relation in the corpora. For example,
step 2- making topic generalizations revealed a ratio of
44.8%. The number revealed that move 1 occupied nearly
three quarters (71.5%) of the corpora. The domination of
this move can be seen in Figure 1.

80.00% 1 71.50%
70.00% -
60.00% -
50.00% -
40.00% -
30.00% -
20.00% -
10.00% -

0.00%

11.80% 13.50%

I_l ,_‘ 2.20%

Move2 Move 3 Move 0

Movel

Figure 1. Percentages of moves in IELPs
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The present study found out the patterns of moves in
IELPs. When the move structures of the introductions were
investigated, there are only four introductions out of 60 fix
completely with Swales’ pattern. An interesting finding of
the study was that 48.3% of the introductions followed a 1-
2-1-3 move patterns.

In the data analysis, we find that eight different move
patterns occurred in IELPs sections. The number of the
patterns was inconsistent. Table 2 is designed with an order
of instances, it is easy to realize that pattern II and pattern
IIT are the second most preferred patterns in IELPs, found
in 7 of the introductions (pattern II) and 6 of the
introductions (pattern III). In addition, patterns IV, V and
VI are the third most preferred and these patterns occurred
4 times. The rest of two patterns were similar one and were
represented with small columns in the chart (Figure 2).

The results revealed that the most preferred structure
was pattern I. This 1-2-1-3 pattern show that there were 29
patterns in IELPs opened with steps of move 2, continued
by a move 2 and then a move 1 step 2 or step 3 followed
this move. Lastly, these introductions were concluded by
move 3. The main aim of this pattern was to explain the
topic of an identified gap by means of topic generalizations
or references to the literature. Some examples below
provide information about the description.

(12.) In many languages, prosodic prominence
indicates which expressions of  an utterance are in
focus (e.g., Jun 2005 and ...is indicated = [MIS]].
Prosodic prominence is marked ... (Face 2002) >
[M1S83]. In these languages, different pitch cent types
distinguish focused .... expressions 2 [M1S1]. In addition,
lack of prosodic prominence can be signaled .... (Ladd,
2008). 2 [M2S1B]. Continuous phonetic properties can

also be used to mark prosodic prominence ...
[ISO code: jpn]. = [MI1S82]. This study explores the
utterance-level prosody of Paraguayan... in Paraquay. 2

[M3S1B]. [10, p.219-22-]
Table 3. Occurrences of move patterns in IELPs
Number of
Pattern Move Patterns occurences in
IELPs
I 1-2-1-3 29
I 1-2-1-2-1-3 7
I 1-2-1-2-3 6
v 1-3 4
\% 1-2-3 4
VI 1-3-2-1-2 4

Vil
VIII

3-1-2-1-2-3 3
1-3-1-2-1-2-1-3 3

Pattern I  Pattern II Pattern IIl Pattern IV Pattern V  Pattern VI Pattern VII Pattern VIII

Figure 2. Move patterns in 60 IELPs
5. Conclusion

This article was aimed at constructing a relevant model
to account for IELPs. The results of the analysis of 60
IELPs showed that IELPs were in accordance with the
framework of CARS model, in terms of occurrence of the
moves and steps. However, they do not follow the strict
order move 1- move 2- move 3 of Swales’ model. The study
has discovered 7 patterns with different frequencies of
occurrence, which can be applied in writing introductions
in linguistics research papers.
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